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1709 High School Rd., Chapel Hill, NC 27516

Information Packet for Prospective Tiger Band Members

Contact Information
	Band Director

Andrew C. Carter
	Band Office

(919) 929-2106 ext. 3120

	Email (best contact!)

acarter@chccs.k12.nc.us
	Band Website

www.chapelhillband.org
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For Which Classes Should I Sign Up?

9th Graders

· Concert Band & Marching Band

10th- 12th Graders

· Symphonic Band & Marching Band, OR
· Jazz Ensemble (by audition) & Marching Band
· Also, Honors Credit is available. See Page 5.
Percussion

· Concert Band & Marching Band, OR
· Symphonic Band (by audition) & Marching Band, OR
· Jazz Ensemble (by audition) & Marching Band
· Also, Honors Credit is available. See Page 5.
Graduation Requirements and Band

How can I fit Band into my Course of Study 

throughout my 4-year high school career?

The example below shows how Band can be incorporated into the 

College/University course of study. 

The College Tech and Career courses of study leave more room for electives such as Band.  

	Freshman
	Sophomore
	Junior
	Senior

	English 
	English 
	English 
	English 

	Math
	Math
	Math
	Math

	Science
	Science
	Science
	(elective)

	P.E.
	Social Studies
	Social Studies
	P.E.

	Foreign Language
	Foreign Language
	Foreign Language
	(elective)

	Concert Band
	(elective)
	(elective)
	Health/ (elective)

	Social Studies
	Symphonic Band
	Symphonic Band 
	Symphonic Band 


* Jazz Ensemble could take the place of an elective (or Symphonic Band) 
during sophomore, junior, or senior years *

Key Points 

· P.E. does have to be taken freshman year. However, both P.E. and Foreign Language can easily be taken in the freshman year while still taking Band, since the implementation of the seven-period day.

· Students wishing to be involved in Band during their high school career should enroll in Concert Band (wind players) their first year.  Ninth grade percussionists can audition to be a part of the Symphonic Band, but not the percussion ensemble.  Students who do not do this and wish to join the Band in later years will find it too difficult because of material that is missed.

· Foreign Language can easily be taken along with band during all four years of high school.

· There are other ways to make Band work in your schedule. If you are having difficulty, please see the Band Director for ideas.

Course Descriptions

Concert Band

This band class is for new Band members, serving as a transition into the High School Band program. In Concert Band we focus on: 

· Improving technical ability and musicianship
· Establishing and maintaining good practice habits
· Improving general musical knowledge including basic music theory and history
· Producing musicians who will be well-prepared for their remaining years in Band. 
The students in this class will participate in Marching Band as a co-curricular class.
Percussionists in 9th grade will either take Concert Band or Symphonic Band (by audition only).

Symphonic Band

Symphonic Band will be limited to those students who have successfully completed an entire year of Concert Band. In Symphonic Band we focus on: 

· Further development of technical ability and musicianship
· Further development of knowledge of music theory and history 
· Further development of general knowledge of music through varied and challenging ensemble literature
The students in this class will participate in Marching Band as a co-curricular class.

Percussion Ensemble

Percussion Ensemble is a class for all percussionists (except Jazz Ensemble drummers), grades 10-12, in the Band program. In this class, we focus on:

· Improving knowledge and technique in all the major areas of percussive playing
· Improving general musical knowledge including music theory and history
· Establishing and maintaining good practice habits
· Further development of students’ knowledge of percussive music through varied and challenging ensemble literature
Selected students in this class will participate in Marching Band as a co-curricular class.

Jazz Ensemble 

Jazz Ensemble allows students to study jazz in the original ensemble formats of big band and combos.  The format of the curricular jazz ensembles is the combo format, but an after-school extra-curricular big band is offered during the spring semester to prepare music for the spring trip and jazz dance.  The combo instrumentation is flexible and is determined by the results of the auditions each April.  Because of the demands of this class, it is not usually open to freshmen. In Jazz Ensemble, we focus on:
· Improving knowledge of the jazz idiom and the various jazz styles
· Introducing and developing jazz improvisation

· Development of knowledge of jazz styles, jazz theory, improvisation and history through varied and challenging literature
Honors Credit

Honors Credit is available for students enrolled in Symphonic Band or Jazz Ensemble. Students must have two years of progressive non-honors credit to be eligible for Honors Credit. Students enrolled in the Honors option must complete an additional set of Honors criteria in addition to the regular curriculum. Recitals are usually part of the criteria.
Marching Band

Students in Concert Band, Symphonic Band and Percussion Ensemble are expected 
to participate in the Marching Band.  Only students who have a conflict with the Marching Band schedule, due to participation in a CHHS sport (not a recreational league sport), are eligible 
to participate only in a daily curricular ensemble.

All instrumentalists (winds & percussion) in the Marching Band 

must be enrolled in a daily curricular ensemble.

The Tiger Marching Band is an award-winning performing group with a long and proud tradition of excellence. The Tiger Marching Band serves as an ambassador of the Chapel Hill-Carrboro schools and the community when performing throughout the state and country.  

Marching Band is a very different musical experience than students may be used to. Marching involves the physicality of coordinated movement to music while engaged in the expressive playing of instruments to produce an exciting and entertaining performance. The end result of 100+ students working towards a unified expression takes a lot of work, but the results are often stirring. 

Marching Band is an 8th period class and rehearsals are held after the regular school day, 3 days a week in September and 2 days a week in October.  September rehearsals are on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday from 4:00pm - 6:30pm.  October rehearsals are on Tuesday and Thursday from 4:00pm - 6:30pm.  Marching Band after-school rehearsals are over once November arrives with the exception of 1-2 rehearsals leading up to the Chapel Hill Holiday Parade. 
Students also attend regular sectionals. There are clinics during Spring and Summer where the skills needed to successfully march and play are learned and refined. Mandatory Marching Band Camp in late summer is essential in order to learn and perform a competitive field show for the Fall season. The Marching Band season is from the start of school to the beginning of November.  Marching Band is an intensive undertaking, but the benefits far outweigh the amount of time and work that is put into it. 

What Instruments Are Used in Marching Band? 
Most of the regular band instruments are used in Marching Band. The exceptions are below. 

· Oboe, bassoon and bass clarinet are not used. Students playing those instruments are encouraged to play another instrument or be in the Color Guard during marching season
· French horn players will play the mellophone (similar to a trumpet in shape and fingerings)
· Tuba players will use a sousaphone (a marching-style tuba that wraps around the body)

· The percussion section is made up of:

· Battery Percussion (Drumline) - specialized outdoor snare drums, bass drums and tenor drums.

· Front Ensemble, or the “pit”- mallet instruments (bells, xylophone, etc.), electric bass, and aux. percussion (bongo, congas, hand percussion, etc.)
Co-Curricular Activities

Color Guard/Winter Guard


Guard is a physical art form that incorporates movement through dance and manipulation of equipment such as flags, rifles and other props. The visual effect of this group is an integral piece of Marching Band performances. The Color Guard is part of the Marching Band class and is a vital part of the band’s entire performance package. 

The Winter Guard (a club) provides further study in the idiom and opportunity for additional performing opportunities at indoor venues throughout the spring.

Winter Drumline

This group is an extension of the Drumline from Marching Band as well as an outlet for the students in Percussion Ensemble class. The students in this group will work together in various drumline/percussion ensembles and it is open to any student who has an interest and is willing to work. The personnel of this group will be determined by interest, dedication, work ethic, and skills (in that order). Winter Drumline may have several performance opportunities during the latter half of the school year.

Dates and Schedules

Schedules for the next school year are still being finalized.

Here are some important dates to add to your calendars.

Spring
Marching Band Percussion Auditions

	Saturday, May 9
	10:00 AM-2:00 PM
	CHHS Band Room

	Saturday, May 16 
	10:00 AM-2:00 PM
	CHHS Band Room


Summer

Summer Band Camp
Summer band camp is scheduled for August 3-11. Make plans to attend these rehearsals, which are mandatory for all marching band members. It is essential that everyone attend, as we will put in about 75 hours of rehearsal during camp!
	Aug. 3-6 
	3:00PM-8:30PM
	CHHS Band Room & Practice Field


These first days of camp include rehearsals, uniform sizing and general preparation for the away portion of our camp.

	Aug 7-11
	Friday-Tuesday
	Sweetbriar College, VA


The away portion of Band Camp is where the band will learn the entire show for the Fall performance season. 

Additional Evening Rehearsals

	Tues. Aug 18
	4:00PM-8:30PM
	CHHS Band Room

	Thurs. Aug 20
	4:00PM-8:30PM
	CHHS Band Room


Fall
Next year’s fall schedule will be published as soon as the football schedule, competition dates, 
and a few other events are set.  It is usually available by the end of school in June.

Finances and Fundraising

There are many costs incurred by a comprehensive Band program of this size and excellence. The school district is not able to provide all of the funds needed for music, instruments, clinicians, equipment, uniforms, travel and lodging. Unfortunately, the remaining financial burden is passed on to Band students and their families.

Fair Share
In order to provide the necessary funding to operate the Band program, each student and his/her family must contribute a fair share of the funding. Fair Share is determined annually by taking the anticipated operating costs of the entire Band program (minus what we receive from the school system) and dividing it by the total number of students within the program.  The costs are distributed equitably.  That is to say, the Concert and Symphonic Bands and Percussion Ensemble, with the associated Marching Band program, consume proportionally larger resources.  Consequently, the students in these ensembles are apportioned a larger portion of the total cost.  Families may pay this amount directly, but we offer families a variety of ways of raising the funds without paying out-of-pocket.

Fundraising

The Band Boosters provide a variety of fundraising programs (about 10 per year) to help students and their families meet their Fair Share.  These include working concessions and parking for UNC events, earning grocery certificates, working at the PTA Thrift Shop, and selling items such as pizza, cookie dough, tupperware, and fruit.  Please come to our monthly meetings (every 2nd Monday at 7:30 pm in the band room) to find out more. 

Scholarships
The Boosters offer scholarship funds for families. Please contact the Band Director to learn more. 

Expenses

Below are the estimated major expenses for each group. Expenses for major trips and other minor expenses (accessories, shoes, gloves, drum sticks, etc.) are not included in this figure.
	Marching Band

(includes any student in Marching Band and any other ensemble)
	$375- Fair Share*
$375- Band Camp*

	Jazz Ensemble

(and any student not in Marching Band)
	$150- Fair Share*

	Winter Drumline/Winter Guard
	$250- Fair Share*


Please note that the $375 (est.) for Band Camp will be due to the Band Boosters by Monday, June 1st.  Parents may choose to make this payment in installments if necessary and communicate any scholarship needs they may have with the Band Booster Board at board@chapelhillband.org.  All payments will become non-refundable by Monday, June 15th as the drill-writer will need final numbers and payments by that time.
The Band Boosters are always looking for ways to minimize the amount of funds that Band families are asked to contribute. Please join us if you have ideas and/or energy in this direction.

Why Band?
Band is intrinsic. 

As with all art, it is about expressing oneself via a different and unique language. Much of academia is impressionistic, requiring definitive skills of following instructions and interpretation. Band adds the option of self-expression.

Band is a group effort. 


Members are required to shift from an I/Me reasoning to a We/Us concept. This means extending oneself beyond the normal considerations of much of day-to-day living. Instead of the logic being, “What’s in it for me?” it becomes, “What’s in it for us?” The values of cooperation, communication, concentration, correlation, and completion come into play at each rehearsal and performance. 

Band builds positive self-worth. 


Although we share many similarities with our athletic counterparts, BAND is a place for everyone. Rarely does a person serve as an alternate or substitute. Everyone in the Band plays a starring role!

Band is preparation for life. 


Through the discipline of music, we develop a consistent understanding between intellectual (cognitive) and emotional (affective) thought processes. Band allows each person to create formulas that are directly transferable to other facets of life. 

Although these four points may seem lofty in character, they make up the fundamental framework of a band program.

- Dr. Tim Lautzenheiser

Why require Marching Band?

The Band program and curriculum at CHHS is crafted in such a way to provide the greatest amount of opportunity for musical experience and performance to the most students.  Marching Band and the opportunities and experiences that come with it are an important part of this program and curriculum.  I realize that a few students will have conflicts with this or will be unwilling to commit to such an endeavor.  
Conflicts

It is true that many of our students have many activities that they are interested in and would like to involve themselves with.  Students should be careful when becoming involved in multiple organizations and activities.  Making wise choices based on time, talents, and interests is a vital part of becoming an adult. 

Students who have specific conflicts or are involved in Fall sports at CHHS should meet with the Band Director.  Generally, cross country does not interfere.  Winter and Spring sports do not conflict at all with Marching Band.

Time Management
Membership in the Band requires a sizable commitment from students and their families. Successful school Band programs require many hours of work from each student.  It is important for students to learn and understand the necessity of time management. 

Marching Band rehearses for 2-3 days after school (which is less than any sport), performs at approximately 5 home games on Friday nights, and competes in 4 competitions on Saturdays throughout the season. 

The marching season lasts from the start of school until the beginning of November.  At that point, after-school rehearsals and weekend performances cease, with the exception of 1-2 rehearsals in late November for the Chapel Hill Holiday Parade, held annually in the second weekend of December.

Transition to High School

Over the years, I have heard from many students and parents who are apprehensive about joining Marching Band in their freshman year. They are very concerned about the transition to high school. 


Band provides one of the best activities to make the transition not only a smooth one, but a very strong one.  By the time a freshman in Marching Band begins school, they know approximately 100 other students in all grades who can help them navigate through their freshman year.  The Band also provides a pool of students who can help tutor each other or form study groups for classes.  There is usually someone in Band who has already taken a particular class and can provide some tips or insight into the class.  The Band Room serves as a kind of haven that students can “escape” to throughout the day.


Of all of the students (and parents) who have joined Marching Band, I have had almost none regret the experience.  Many parents who were initially apprehensive later comment on how the experience helped their child transition into high school. 

I would be happy to put you in touch with current Band parents (in any grade) who can relate their experience with Marching Band.

And Finally…

I think that it is important for all of us to understand that the most important element in this equation is the students.  Both collectively and individually, these students are both the contributors to, and the beneficiaries from, all the experiences associated with the CHHS Bands.  It is with that in mind that we should pay careful attention to what some of this year’s freshman class had to say about their experience with Marching Band:


--“I enjoyed the ‘community’ of Marching Band.  I had fun with the kids who were in it, which made the experience so much better than it would have been otherwise.”


--“Being in Marching Band was one of the greatest things I’ve experienced.  I learned so many things, including skills that can be put to use in life outside of marching (leadership, commitment, etc.).  I learned that by pushing ourselves, we were able to be great—we wouldn’t settle for good.  It took lots of time, work, dedication, patience, and perseverance, and teamwork, but we all made it happen.”


--“I think that Marching Band has been a great experience this year.  I made a lot of new friends and got to know old ones better.  It has been a lot of hard work, but it has definitely been worth it.”


--“Marching Band for me has been a great experience.  It helped me understand music better, and learning marching was definitely fun.  It taught me discipline.  In the beginning, I did not like Marching Band, but now, I really do like it, and I am so sad that it ended!”


--“Marching Band was one of the best experiences of my life.  Meeting new people, especially upperclassmen, really helped ease the transition into high school.  Like any club, being a part of a team, trying to reach a common goal places us in a feeling of belonging.  Even though Marching Band takes up a lot of time, I think it was all worth it.”


“In the beginning of the Marching Band season, I didn’t really know what to expect.  I wasn’t aware that we would be playing such high level of music while marching at the same time.  It was a great experience throughout the season.  This is a great program that I believe I benefited from and I plan to do it throughout high school.”

--“I think that Marching Band at the beginning was kind of hard.  But, I came into it with a negative attitude.  But, I came to find that Marching Band is so totally awesome…. I like it so much; I didn’t want the season to end.”


--“I think that I will always remember being so helpless at the beginning of the Marching Band year, and how at the end of it all, I felt like I belonged.”






Save the dates! Summer band camp is August 3-11 at CHHS and Sweetbriar College, VA!
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